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REASONS 


Humbly Offer'd againſt the Intended 


DUTY 


1 


Laid on PLATE, c. 


SIR, 


HE General Concern you have upon 
all Occaſions ſhown for your Coun - 
try, and the particular and exact 
_— I have often my ſelf ob- 
erv'd you to have in the ſeveral 

Beauties, and Perfection of our Ax r; 
naturally lead me at this Time humbly to im- 

| Plore your kind Interpoſition for the Reſcue of 
the Whole thereof from immediate Ruin, and De- 

ſtruction, by the intended Tax and Alteration of 

the Standard, 1 


| 

| 

| 

| 
: 
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I SHoULD ſhew little regard to the Valua- 


bleneſs of your Time, ſhould I trouble you with | 
Prefatory Enlargements; what I therefore would 
humbly Lay before you as chiefly Concluſive | 


againſt the ſaid Tax, or Alteration, is Firſt, That 
it will inevitably Ruin the Trade, and. Secondly, 
the Revenue will find no Addition thereby. 


And Firſt, That it will Ruin, &c. 


THr1s Tam the rather bold to aſſert, becauſe 
not only in ours, but all other the like Caſes it 
muſt be ſo from the Nature of the Thing it ſelf. 
For wherever a Tax or Duty is laid on a Manu- 
facture, for which there is not an abſolute Neceſſity 
of its Conſumption (of which kind is Vronght Plate) 
the Conſquence plainly is a Sinking or Deſtroy- 
ing of that Trade, or Manufacture, becauſe it is 
in every Bodies power to chuſe whether they 
will make Uſe of that Sort of Manufad ure 10 
Tax'd or no. | 


TRE Application of this to the immediate 
Caſe before us, will yet put this in a plainer View. 
For if as is propcs'd Six-pence per Onnce ſhould 
be put on Vronght Plate, in all the inſtances of 
weighty Plate (from whence alone the. Value of the 
Subſidy can ariſe) the Manufacturer muſt pay full 
as much, and in many Inſtances more for Daty, 
than is paid to him for making the Plate; fo 
that as (to mention one particular) a Dozen of 
Trencher Plates amounts to about the Sum of 51. 
the Faſhion, the Addition of the Tax of Six- 


pence per Ounce will make the ſaid Dozen of 
| Plates 


* 
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Plates to amount to 51. more, and Conſequently 
brings the Faſhion to Double the Price. 


AND as this 1s truely the State of the Caſe, 
in all the weighty inſtances of Plate ( which 
are at leaſt two-thirds, with regard to the num- 
ber of Ounces of all the Plate that is made, 
and from whence, conſequently, the Value of the 
Revenue muſt be deriv'd) fo I can't help for the 
{fake of ſeveral of my Brethren (who have ma- 
ny of them great and large Families, wholly 
maintain'd thereby) further obſerving that there 
would be in many Inſtances of Plate, of which 
there 1s realy a very great and continual Con- 
ſumption, full double, and perhaps ſometimes 
treble as much paid for Duty, as is now paid to 
the Manufacturer for working the ſaid Plate. 


TRHIS being truely and without any inlarge- 
ment the Caſe of my felf and Poor Brethren, 
ſhou'd fuch a Tax as is propos'd to be levied 
take place; we cannot but humbly ſupplicate 
your Self, and the reſt of the Honourable Houſe 
ſeriouſly to take into their conſideration what a 
prodigious Decreaſe ſuch a Tax muſt needs make 
in the Trade it ſelf, and that conſequently above 
three Thouſand Families reſiding in and about 
London, will be depriv'd of their wonted Sub- 
ſiſtence. 


TRHO' I believe we may venture (without in 
the leaſt arrogating to our ſelves more than we 
mould) to ſay, That there is no Trade exceeds us 
in the exquiſiteneſs of Art and Contrivance; yet ſo 
low are the Prices the Manufacturing is reduc d to, 
that it is not leſs than 15 or 16 Hours attendance 
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is ſufficient to the Supporting the common Decen- 


cies of Life; we cannot therefore but humbly hope 
that ſuch our Circumſtances conſider'd, we muſt, 
on that Account be very unequal to the paying of 


ſuch a Subſidy. 


PERMIT us yet further to obſerve that on the 
account of the fineneſs of our Standard, and the 
Beauty and particular Excellency of the Work 
bas been lately made in London; ſeveral Foreign 
Princes (where the Standard is of a Coarſer Allay) 
have granted Commiſſions for their moſt valuable 
Hate to be made in London, by which, the Profit 
to the Artiſan has been ſo very Conſiderable / be- 
ſides the Reputation gain'd thereby to our princi- 
pal Workers of Flate) that it may generally be 
ſaid to amount to 60 or 70 per Gar, but ſhould 
either the Tax intended be laid, or an Alteration 
made in the Standard, all the Advantages we have 
of this kind, above other Countries would neceſſa- 
rily ceaſe” and the Honour and Profit thereby ac- 
cruing to the Trade immediately flow into fome 
other Channel. | 


Bu T could a Loſs of this kind be ſuppos'd to 
be ſupported by us: Yet ſo much have our Qua- 
lity and Perſons of Diſtinction been us'd of late to 
uncommon Curioſity and Delicacy in the Model- 
ling of their Plate, (to the perfecting of which 
our preſent Standard is abſolutely neceſſary) 
that ſhould an Alteration be made that way, the 
fineſt Hands we have would not be able to pleaſe 
them, and the Reaſon is plainly this, becaule it's 


impoſſible for all the Art of Man to make fo com- 
pleat a Piece of Plate as we now can, where the | 
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Silver is of ſo fine an Allay. | 
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Tus I muſt own is a Conſideration that the 
raiſedneſs of your Station renders yon not wholly 
2 Competent Judge in; but thus much you will 
readily infer as you are a known Encourager of 
Art, that it is exceeding Pitty ſuch a beautiful 
Manufacture ſhould be cruſh'd for want of proper 
Materials to Work on. | | 


Txvs worthy, Sir, have I laid before you, as 
far as your other great Avocations can — 
give you Leiſure to examine, ſuch Reaſons as will, 
J hope, convince you, both the laying on of the 
propos d Duty, and Alteration of the Standard, 
muſt be the Ruin of our Trade; as the whole of 
it conſiſts not in the Neceſſary but Ornamental 
Parts of Life; as the Duty will be as great, and 
in many Inſtances greater than what is expended 
for the Manufacture itſelf ; and laſtly, as the Al- 
teration of the Standard forces on the Manufacturer 
ſuch Materials as render it impoſſible for it to be 
_— as it ought, and always has of late 
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I Was ſecondly to make it appear that the 
Revenue will find no Addition thereby. 


TE IS is ſo evidently the Conſequence of the 
former, that there needs very few Words to make 
it appear at firſt View, For if the Trade by ſuch 
a Tax 1s Ruin'd the Revenue to be rais'd, muſt of 
Courſe fail with it; and whatever may beſuppos'd 


to reſult from it, conſidering it as it now ſtands; 


none, or at leaſt very little Wrought Plate being 
made; none, or at moſt very little muſt be the 


| Revenue ariſing there from. 
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- U ron the whole, then above three thonſand 
Manufacturers, and their Families, and thoſe too, 
who are inferiour to none in the Beauty and 
Perfection of their Performances, with the moſt 
earneſt entreaties, beſeech you would have a 
greater regard both for them and their Families, 
than either to lay on the Duty intended, or 
make any Alteration in the Standard; amongſt 
which is worthy S8 1 R, 


Tour Moſt Obedient bumble Servant, &c. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


E W OULD the fear of intruding upon your Fu- 
tience permit, I could eaſily make it appear 


from Hiſtory, and the plaineſt Matter of Fad, 
that ſeveral Advantages have accrn'd to the Crown 
by the Manufactur'd Yate, eſpecially at ſuch Times 
when Bullion bas been otherways wanting, 
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